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New car CO2 figures continue to improve
· Average new car CO2 figure down 4.7% in first half of 2010 to 145.2g/km, compared with the same period in 2009.
· Registrations of alternatively fuelled cars doubled over this period.
· Some concern that rate of improvement may slow, but new technologies constantly emerging.
“Continued vehicle manufacturer efforts to improve fuel efficiency and cut emissions has further reduced average CO2 output during a better than anticipated first half of 2010,” said Paul Everitt, SMMT chief executive.  “The remainder of the year is set to be challenging, especially post the scrappage scheme.  All manufacturers are committed to offering ever more efficient products through the introduction of increasingly efficient engines and alternative technologies.”
Monthly average new car CO2 emissions, January 2008 to date
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Monthly average new car CO2 emissions, 2009 vs 2010
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Alternatively fuelled cars (AFV) and signposted eco-models: first half 2008-2010
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· Average new car CO2 figure has fallen in every month of 2010.
· Rate of improvement has cooled following the exceptional impact of the Scrappage Incentive Scheme.

· Registrations of alternatively fuelled cars have more than doubled to 11,468 units in the first half of the year, and grew by 157.4% in June.

· Registrations of ‘signposted’ eco-models* have risen by 141.4% in the first half of 2010 to almost 74,000 units and by almost 850% on the first half of 2008.
* ‘signposted’ eco-models are cars defined as those vehicles that have been badged by vehicle manufacturers to draw attention to their environmental credentials. Examples of the best selling eco sub-brands are Mercedes-Benz blueEFFICIENCY, Vauxhall Ecoflex and VW Bluemotion. All manufacturers have made great strides to lower the CO2 emissions of their products, and it should be noted that some manufacturers deliberately do not brand their products as eco models.


Notes:


The Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders (SMMT) is one of the largest and most influential trade associations in the UK. It supports the interests of the UK automotive industry at home and abroad, promoting a united position to government, stakeholders and the media.


The automotive industry is a vital part of the UK economy with £51 billion turnover and £10 billion value added. With over 800,000 jobs dependent on the industry, it accounts for 10% of total UK exports and invests £1 billion each year in R&D. In the last ten years, huge strides have been made to reduce the environmental impact of its products throughout the life cycle.  Improvements in production processes mean energy used to produce cars is down 24%, water use is down 45% and 57% less waste enters landfill sites. Average car tailpipe CO2 emissions have also been slashed and are down 20% compared to 1999 levels.  For more details, download SMMT’s tenth annual Sustainability Report or annual facts booklet from the SMMT website �HYPERLINK "http://www.smmt.co.uk/publications"�www.smmt.co.uk/publications�.
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